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Rev. Al Sharpton and other Prominent Black Ministers Receive  
COVID-19 Vaccine at NYC Health + Hospitals/Harlem as part of the 

Choose Healthy Life Action Plan 
 

Rev. Sharpton is a co-chair of the Choose Healthy Life National Black Clergy Health 
Leadership Council, which aims to address health disparities in the Black community 

through the Black church 
  

NEW YORK – Feb. 25, 2021: Rev. Al Sharpton, founder of the National Action Network (NAN) 
and other leading Black clergy from across the greater New York City metropolitan area 
received the COVID-19 vaccine today at NYC Health + Hospitals/Harlem as part of the Choose 
Healthy Life (CHL) Action Plan. Today’s event is part of a push by trusted faith leaders in the 
Black community to raise vaccine confidence in neighborhoods across the country.  
 
Rev. Sharpton, who is a co-chair of CHL’s National Black Clergy Health Leadership Council with 
Rev. Calvin O. Butts, III (The Abyssinian Baptist Church), was vaccinated publicly today along 
with several prominent Black clergy including Rev. Jacques DeGraff (Canaan Baptist Church) 
who leads Choose Healthy Life’s initiative in New York City, and Rev. Dr. Franklyn Richardson, 
Board Chair of NAN. The ministers were joined today by civic and community leaders Eboné 
Carrington, Chief Executive Officer of NYC Health + Hospitals/Harlem, Sheena Wright, 
President and CEO of United Way New York City, and Debra Fraser-Howze, Founder of 
Choose Healthy Life. 
 
“As Black faith leaders, it is critical that we step up and fight COVID-19 in our community, and 
that includes leading by example,” said Rev. Al Sharpton, who was vaccinated at today’s 
event. “I have met with countless public health officials who have explained the safety and 
process of this vaccine, as well as the importance of encouraging the Black community to get 
vaccinated, and I am proud to have received the COVID-19 vaccine today.” 
 
High resolution images and b-roll from today’s event are available at 
http://www.choosehealthylife.org/images.  
 

http://www.choosehealthylife.org/images


  
 

After being vaccinated, representatives from Choose Healthy Life, including Rev. Sharpton, and 
Harlem Hospital took time to speak about the importance of vaccination during Mayor de 
Blasio’s virtual daily briefing.  
 
The Choose Healthy Life Action Plan launched in January to address health disparities in the 
Black community through the Black church. Through lead implementation partner United Way of 
New York City, the Choose Healthy Life Action Plan provides services including COVID-19 
testing, vaccine awareness and preventative health education in over 50 participating churches 
across the cities of New York, Detroit, Atlanta, Newark and Washington D.C. Choose Healthy 
Life announced today that they will partner with the New York City Mayor’s office to open pop up 
vaccination sites at churches across the city. 
 
“I experienced the trauma of seeing people of color die day after day, and it requires no less 
than a coalition to combat this merciless and virulent virus.  The opportunity to partner with the 
United Way and our faith leaders creates the space to highlight the importance and safety 
surrounding the COVID-19 vaccination. To offset appropriate and valid skepticism we must all 
demonstrate our leadership through action,” said Eboné M. Carrington, Chief Executive 
Officer of NYC Health + Hospitals/Harlem. “Today, Harlem Hospital Center is proud to work in 
concert with our faith leaders to educate and empower through this communal approach.” 
 
"Addressing health disparities in communities of color is key to United Way of New York City's 
mission and a major component of the work we're pursuing nationwide with the Choose Healthy 
Life initiative," said Sheena Wright, President and CEO of United Way of New York City. 
"We're proud to stand here today with Choose Healthy Life co-chair Rev. Sharpton and many of 
our region's other prominent Black ministers who are leading by example to raise vaccine 
confidence in Black neighborhoods not only in New York but across the country."  
 
“The Black church is the most trusted and influential institution in the Black community,” said 
Debra Fraser-Howze, founder of Choose Healthy Life and an advisor to two U.S. Presidents 
on HIV and AIDS. The successful model behind the Action Plan was initially created and 
developed by Fraser-Howze to successfully combat the HIV/AIDS epidemic in the Black 
community in the 1990s. “We are proud to stand alongside Rev. Sharpton and our Black clergy 
who are stepping up to address a public health crisis, just as the Black church has done in the 
past.” 
 
As the vaccine is rolled out across the United States, COVID-19 testing also remains critical, 
especially due to the alarming rate of asymptomatic spread. According to a recent study by 
CDC researchers, nearly 60% of COVID-19 cases stem from asymptomatic individuals. 
 
To learn more about Choose Healthy Life, please click here. 
  
For general media queries for United Way of New York City and Choose Healthy Life, please 
contact Anne Smith at uwnyc@thetascgroup.com or (917) 751-4839. 
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About United Way of New York City 
United Way of New York City (UWNYC) fights for the self-sufficiency of every low-income New 
Yorker by taking on the toughest challenges and creating new solutions to old problems. We win 
by helping families shift from barely surviving to thriving. We unite by mobilizing the best ideas, 
relevant data, internal and external experts, and resources—from money to manpower. UWNYC 
maximizes impact by coordinating and aligning organizations, companies, local government, 
and New Yorkers to help families eliminate tough choices and live better while making ends 
meet. To learn more, visit: www.unitedwaynyc.org. 
 
About Choose Healthy Life 
Choose Healthy Life Black Clergy Action Plan is a program developed by D. Fraser Associates 
(DFA) based on the DFA Choose Healthy Life Standard – a sustainable, scalable and 
transferable approach to address public health disparities in the Black Community. The highly 
successful Standard was created by Debra Fraser-Howze, principal at DFA and founder of the 
National Black Leadership Commission on AIDS, to address the AIDS epidemic. It is centered 
around the Black church – the oldest and most trusted institutions in the Black community. 
Partnering with the United Way agencies, local health departments and community-based 
organizations, churches receive the necessary resources, training and support to make 
available health services to the region’s most vulnerable individuals. The Choose Healthy Life 
Black Clergy Action Plan has been made possible through the support of founding partner 
Quest Diagnostics, the Quest Diagnostics Foundation and from Resolve to Save Lives, a global 
health initiative focused on helping advance scalable, proven strategies to prevent and address 
epidemics. To learn more, visit: www.ChooseHealthyLife.org  
 
About NYC Health + Hospitals/Harlem 
NYC Health + Hospitals/Harlem provides a wide range of medical, surgical, diagnostic, 
therapeutic, and family support services to the residents of Central Harlem, West Harlem, 
Washington Heights and Inwood. The Department of Pediatric Emergency Medicine at NYC 
Health + Hospitals/Harlem provides outstanding emergency care for ill and injured infants, 
children and adolescents, 24 hours a day, seven days a week. The dedicated pediatric 
emergency space, separate from the adult emergency department, cares for over 16,500 
pediatric patients annually. Established in 1887, the Hospital has been providing health care 
services to the community for 131 years. 
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